
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Flying Flags at Avila Beach l EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLAN 

Park ID# 40-13630-MP 
 

Site Elevation: 55’ to 202’ AMSL 
 

3950 Avila Beach Drive 

Avila Beach, CA 93644 
September 8, 2025 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by: RRM Design Group and TK Consulting 

 



2 | Flying Flags at Avila Beach Emergency Preparedness Plan 

  

 
 

Table of Contents 

1. Emergency Contact Numbers __________________________________________________ 3 

2. Preface ___________________________________________________________________ 5 

3. Purpose and Scope __________________________________________________________ 5 

4. Evacuation Plan ____________________________________________________________ 5 

5. Fire ______________________________________________________________________ 6 

6. Flood and Tsunami __________________________________________________________ 7 

7. Earthquake ________________________________________________________________ 7 

8. Tornado ___________________________________________________________________ 8 

9. Secondary Emergency Access _________________________________________________ 8 

10. Roles and Responsibilities ___________________________________________________ 8 

Chain of Command _________________________________________________________________ 8 

Responsibilities ____________________________________________________________________ 9 

11. Communication, Training, and Awareness ______________________________________ 9 

Communications ___________________________________________________________________ 9 

Training and Awareness ___________________________________________________________ 5, 9 

12. Safety Improvements, Ongoing Maintenance, and Prevention ______________________ 9 

Access __________________________________________________________________________ 10 

First Aid _________________________________________________________________________ 10 

Maintenance and Prevention ________________________________________________________ 10 

Maintenance and Security __________________________________________________________ 11 

13. Fuel Reduction/ Vegetation Management Plan _________________________________ 11 

14. Response / External Agency or Organization Support ____________________________ 13 

15. Conclusion _______________________________________________________________ 13 

Attachments ________________________________________________________________ 14 

 

 

 

 

 

  



3 | Flying Flags at Avila Beach Emergency Preparedness Plan 

1. Emergency Contact Numbers

In the event of an emergency dial 911 

County Sheriff (San Luis Obispo):  

(805) 781-4550

San Luis Obispo County Fire Department: 

SLO County Fire: (805) 543-4244 

Staff Numbers: 

Camp Manager:  

Elizabeth Silva (805) 714-1345 

Camp Regional Manager:  

Trevor Bridge (831) 332-9587 

Notice 

Access to this Emergency Preparedness Plan is available via the Resort website at: 

https://highway-west-vacations.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/restaurant/palmcanyon/menu/ 

dBfLpJsqSQRiFeuqZOx5HawVVRz85bmpjfdCdbHr.pdf 

This Emergency Preparedness Plan is also posted at the front desk for reference. 

Alerts 

In the event of an emergency, employees will be notified by staff radios and will alert guests by 

knocking on doors and PA systems.  After hour emergencies - employees will be notified by 

phone. Guests may receive a Wireless Emergency Alert or hear sirens sounding. Refer to 

Evacuation Phases section of this Plan for information about the existing Emergency Alert System 

(EAS). Local radio stations frequencies, which may provide emergency updates are:  

A. FM: KCBX 90.1, KZOZ 93.3, KSLY 96.1 and KKJG 98.1

B. AM: KHC 890, KJDJ 1030, KXTK 1280 and KKJL 1430

Policy 

In the event of an emergency Flying Flags at Avila Beach employees shall assist in the 

evacuation of the campground if they deem safe to do so and then evacuate themselves. 

Evacuation Routes 

In the event of an indoor emergency, employees shall evacuate by means of the nearest 

available marked exit. In the event of an outdoor emergency, employees shall evacuate by 

means of Avila Beach Drive, or as otherwise specified in this Plan and by County emergency 

personnel.  In the event of an earthquake or tsunami, guests will need to seek higher ground. 

In the event that Avila Beach Drive is compromised, guests may be directed by emergency 

officials to take the Northern Evacuation Route through the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant 

(DCPP). In this case, large vehicles (bigger than sprinter vans) will not be permitted on the route. 

Guests will need to carpool and/or take provided transportation (if available) and will be 

required to leave their travel trailers or RVs behind. 
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Extinguishers 

Portable fire extinguishers are provided in each building for employee and guest use.  In the 

event of a fire, employees and guests may use extinguishers to attempt to extinguish the fire 

before evacuating.  

 

Operations 

In the event of a fire-related event or emergency, the following employees can remain to shut 

down or monitor critical operations before they evacuate: 

A. All maintenance employees can shut off water and power if needed; 

B. All maintenance employees can shut off propane power; and 

C. Front desk/check-in building employees can print in house guest reports and shut down 

computer equipment.  

All shutdowns will only be done if employee feels it is safe to do so or has been directed to. 

 

Reservations 

In the event of an emergency, 

A. Call the manager of the call center to notify them that the park will be closing or has 

been damaged. 

B. Cancel all immediate and approaching reservations (within the week) due to 

emergency. Advise to check the Flying Flags at Avila Beach website and Facebook 

page for updates of when the campground will reopen. 

C. Keep manager informed of any changes. 

D. Call San Luis County Sheriff’s Department, if necessary, to inform them the campground 

will be closed so they can have more patrols in the area. 

 

Assembly 

Flying Flags at Avila Beach employees and guests are to gather at the San Luis Bay Inn Identified 

Refuge Area. If a full evacuation has been issued, the preferred evacuation route will be 

determined. See the Site Plan (See Attachment A) Secondary Emergency Access Section of this 

Plan for the secondary fire emergency access route. This route will only be utilized if and when 

the primary evacuation route is unavailable. The Emergency Operations Center (EOC) is located 

approximately 20 miles from Flying Flags at Avila Beach.  

 

For all emergencies, please exit safely and evacuate via Avila Beach Drive to U.S. Highway 101, 

unless otherwise directed. 

 

Personnel Accounting 

After an emergency evacuation, the procedure for accounting for all employees is: 

Roll call for all employees on-site, performed by GM or next senior employee if Elizabeth Silva is 

not present. 
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2. Preface   
This Emergency Preparedness Plan (Plan) describes and characterizes the necessary actions to 

take in an emergency at the Port San Luis Flying Flags at Avila Beach Campground property 

(Flying Flags at Avila Beach). The Plan also discusses and/or recognizes other events that would 

require evacuation or special action. The Plan provides a framework for coordinated response, 

training, ongoing maintenance, and other necessary activities for employees and guests of 

Flying Flags at Avila Beach to honor, respect, and carry out, if deemed necessary.  

 

This Plan also fulfills Condition of Approval 56a, Written Fire Safety Plan (HAZ/mm-2), set by the  

County of San Luis Obispo Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 2015-168. Additionally, this Plan 

also fulfills the Housing and Community Development (HCD) prior to occupancy requirements.  

 

3. Purpose and Scope  
The primary purpose of the Plan is to protect the health, safety, and welfare of those on the 

Flying Flags at Avila Beach site and assist in preventing and responding to an emergency. The 

Flying Flags at Avila Beach site is located in a rural and semi-remote area and has the potential 

to be affected by surrounding woodland and grass fires, in addition to being located adjacent 

to several coastal beaches. The measures in this Plan are to be implemented in the event of an 

emergency.  

 

4. Evacuation Plan  
The general evacuation plan is to be implemented in the case of an evacuation influenced 

event. The following steps are prioritized to safely and securely evacuate both guests and 

employees from the site. 

Evacuation Coordinator (based on highest ranking employee on-site at the time of evacuation, 

and on Chain of Command as indicated below) will assemble staff (even if it means waking or 

recruiting off duty staff, or the on-site manager) and delegates assignments based on the level 

of Evacuation Phase. 

Priorities assigned in an evacuation event: 

A. Staff will determine the seriousness of the situation/incident to gauge necessary response, 

likely with the assistance of local authorities. 

B. Staff will notice all guests and evacuate or move to a safe harbor location 

C. Staff will prepare Flying Flags at Avila Beach resort property, if time permits.  

D. Staff will encourage evacuation in a safe and orderly fashion, to avoid further conflicts 

while in the evacuation process.  

 

Primary Evacuation Route – Avila Beach Drive to U.S. Highway 101 and/or Avila Beach Drive 

to San Luis Bay Drive to U.S. Highway 101.  

Secondary Emergency Access (if Avila Beach Drive to Highway 101 is unavailable) – Avila 

Beach Drive to Ana Bay Road. 

 

Evacuation Phases 

This Plan outlines a tiered or phased approach for evacuation, which considers the initial 

steps of evacuation as provided in the County’s Emergency Operations Plan. There are three 

evacuation phases which depict a staged or ranked levels of urgency for fire-related 

evacuations. The phased approach is to evacuate Flying Flags at Avila Beach guests with 

RVs and other trailers first to minimize congestion along Avila Beach Drive by requiring guests 

to evacuate  before the community is required to.  Flying Flags at Avila Beach staff will follow 

direction from County Fire and the Sheriff’s Department.   
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The County of San Luis Obispo has an existing Emergency Alert System (EAS) already in 

place, which is activated by the San Luis Obispo (SLO) Emergency Operations Center (EOC). 

There are also Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) which are emergency alert messages like 

text messages that are sent to WEA-enabled cell phones in the vicinity of an emergency that 

requires the public to act. You do not have to register your phone to receive WEA. Most 

major carriers and cell phones are currently able to receive WEA messages, but you should 

verify in your cell phone settings that the option is turned on. Guest may also register for 

Revers 9-1-1 calls at https://www.smart911.com/smart911/ref/reg.action?pa=slocounty. This 

information will be shared at guest check-in. Additionally, the San Luis Obispo County 

Emergency Operations Plan provides four (4) phases of emergencies, which include 

preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation. This Emergency Preparedness Plan mirrors 

those initial phases when responding to a fire-related event. Flying Flags at Avila Beach is in 

Protective Action Zone (PAZ) 3 in addition to being in Evacuation Zone SLC-267. The EAS will 

notify these zones in case of an emergency.   Three phases of evacuation are outlined 

below.  Flying Flags staff will notify all on-site guests and guests at the adjacent beaches. 

Staff may also contact guests via cell phone if they are not on site.  

 

Phase 1: Evacuation Warning – Flying Flags at Avila Beach will reduce occupancy to a 

maximum of 50%. All RVs and trailers will be required to evacuate immediately to avoid 

traffic congestion along Avila Beach Drive and San Luis Bay Drive to U.S. Highway 101. All 

guests should be prepared to leave at a moment’s notice or should leave proactively.  Staff 

shall follow notification and evacuation protocol. This phase is when a wildfire or other 

emergency threat is in the area, but there is no official County evacuation notice or order.   

County Sheriff’s Department will contact Flying Flags at Avila Beach staff to notify of 

evacuation warning/Phase 1.  

 

 

Phase 2: Mandatory Evacuation Order – Flying Flags at Avila Beach will immediately 

evacuate the  remaining occupants.  Staff shall follow notification and evacuation protocol. 

This phase is when authorities give an order to evacuate within a specific timeframe. Flying 

Flags at Avila Beach staff will monitor and apply County direction. 

 

The urgency of the evacuation may also require RVs and trailers to be left behind and guests 

leave in their personal vehicles or carpool.  

 

Phase 3: Shelter in Place - If evacuation is not feasible and the Emergency officials  direction 

is to shelter in place, guests, staff and community members will gather in the centrally 

located check-in area, which is the primary designated shelter in place location. 

Alternatively, the Avila Valley designated Temporary Refuge Area closest to the Flying Flags 

at Avila Beach site, per the Avila Valley Fire Evacuation Plan is located at the San Luis Bay 

Inn, with access off Avila Beach Drive and coincidentally the entrance to the secondary 

emergency access route for the Flying Flags at Avila Beach site.   

Flying Flags at Avila Beach is located within 5 miles of the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power 

Plant (DCPP) to the north, which has potential for emergency to that facility which could 

cause or impact an evacuation of the Port area to the south. 

 

5. Fire  
The following steps must be taken in the event of a fire, whether site specific or areawide: 
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A. The proximity of the fire will determine the urgency and evacuation phase. Refer to the 

Evacuation Phases, as spelled out above, to determine the appropriate steps to 

evacuate the Flying Flags at Avila Beach site.   

B. Staff members will be assigned specific areas of the property to notify guests of the 

emergency and necessary next steps.  Emergency notification can be made with 

honking horns, bullhorns, PA systems, texting notifications, or knocking on doors. On-duty 

employees will be involved with the notification process, and off-duty employees may be 

called to come assist in the emergency evacuation efforts. 

C. If there is a Phase 1 warning and there is enough time for guests to unhook their units from 

utilities and leave with their R.V.s and trailers, then the guests with RVs and trailers will be 

asked to evacuate first. Guests will be routed to one of the two entrances for evacuation 

to Avila Beach Drive to lead to U.S. Highway 101.  

D. Employees would canvas the property, including the commercial area, including the 

check-in and lookout building, laundry room, adjacent beach areas as well as common 

areas, restrooms, service buildings, and recreation areas to send guests back to their sites 

to facilitate their timely evacuation.  These facilities would be evacuated and locked. 

E. Propane tanks in the check-in and service buildings would be turned off. Flammables 

and explosive tanks could also be removed from buildings. 

F. Office files, computers, and safe contents might also be loaded up and removed, if time 

and safety permit.  

G. Upon full evacuation of guests, staff would then evacuate.  The designated Evacuation 

Coordinator would monitor the property, until being required to vacate. 

 

6. Flood or Tsunami  
Per the Sea-Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment for the Port San Luis Harbor District (August 18, 

2020), Flying Flags at Avila Beach ‘would not be directly impacted by tsunami inundation as the 

development resides at elevation 50 feet NAVD88 and above.’ Avila Beach Drive and lower 

Diablo Canyon Road may experience wave tsunami run-up, temporarily affecting access to 

Flying Flags at Avila Beach. In the event of a flood/tsunami event, the following measures should 

be employed:  

A. Notification of Flying Flags at Avila Beach visitors and staff shall follow the County 

standard operating procedures, usually delivered via phone, text messages, sirens, and 

the Emergency Alert System.  

B. Guests should immediately go to higher ground. 

C. Evacuation via Avila Beach Drive or the identified secondary emergency access along 

Ana Bay Road.  

 

7. Earthquake  
In preparation for an earthquake, each staff shall preplan and practice steps they will take, 

should an earthquake occur.  
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If you are indoors: 

A. Take cover under a sturdy piece of furniture.  

B. Stay away from windows or ceiling objects, such as lighting fixtures or fans.  

C. Do not light matches or candles.  

D. Do not turn on electrical equipment of any kind.  

E. Use only battery-operated flashlights and radios.  

 

If you are outdoors: 

A. Find an open area and remain there until the earthquake ceases.  

B. Stay away from power poles and electrical lines, block walls or trees.  

C. Confine and secure all pets so they will not hamper emergency service or park 

employees in the performance of their duties.  

D. Earthquake after shocks may occur, so be prepared.  

 

8. Tornado  
Although tornadoes are not common occurrences in California, they have been reported on 

occasion. Listed below are measures that should be practiced by Flying Flags at Avila Beach 

staff and visitors: 

A. Pay close attention to weather reports; know the difference between a watch (when 

conditions are ripe for a severe weather event) and a warning (when a severe weather 

event is occurring or is imminent).  

B. Consider not traveling during a warning period. 

C. When a tornado warning has been issued, go to your pre-determined safe place or lie 

down in a low area with your hands covering the back of your head and neck. 

 

 

9. Secondary Emergency Access 
The secondary emergency access is along Ana Bay Road and Blue Heron Drive from Avila 

Beach Drive to Coffeeberry Place (see Attachment A: Secondary Emergency Access). This route 

will provide an alternative means of evacuating the Flying Flags at Avila Beach site during a fire 

event. Rob Rossi, property owner and representative of the Avila Beach Golf Course, has 

provided authorization of this secondary emergency access through the golf course property. 

Additionally, he has approved, per County Fire’s request, to have the landscaping and trees 

trimmed to accommodate emergency County Fire vehicles.   

 

10.  Roles and Responsibilities  
Defining roles and responsibilities for on-site staff, as well as the campground guests is crucial for 

safe, efficient, and effective responses in a fire-event and/or evacuation.  

 

Chain of Command  

The Chain of Command is as follows: 

A. Manager  

B. Maintenance Supervisor  

C. Business Administrator  

D. Super Host Coordinator  
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E. Ranger  

F. Maintenance Employee 

G. Recreation Director  

 

Responsibilities  

The following programs are necessary to be implemented in the case of a fire-related event: 

A. Consult on-site emergency evacuation map with instructions. One map will be posted in 

each unit on-site. Upon check-in, each group will be given emergency evacuation 

instructions on procedures, including reviewing evacuation routes and appropriate 

safety measures to take in the event of an emergency.  

B. Specify what type of vehicles are permitted to evacuate. 

C. Staff training/seasonal drills facilitated and coordinated internally and externally to 

review for veteran employees and for new employees to learn, educate and prepare 

employees of evacuation protocol and procedures. Training and exercises shall be 

conducted often to maintain readiness. 

D. Each staff member will be equipped with a neon vest for emergency situations and for 

guests to clearly identify them in a time of emergency.  

E. Coordination with County Sheriff and Fire Department on new measures and items to be 

aware of. 

 

 

11.  Communication, Training, and Awareness 
Effective and efficient communication is crucial, as well as training and awareness for both staff 

and guests in the event of an emergency. The following section outlines the communication 

mechanisms and necessary trainings/awareness measures for staff and guests to take.  

 

 

Communications 

Radio communications, walkie talkies or similar battery-operated device, and PA systems will be 

utilized in the communications on-site of employees to communicate information regarding 

evacuation.  

 

Training and Awareness  

The San Luis Obispo County Emergency Operations Plan includes criteria which identifies the 

events/situations that require evacuation. The criteria below shall be considered in the event of 

an emergency on the Flying Flags at Avila Beach property. 

 

A. Maintenance staff will be responsible for turning off gas, electricity, water and other 

necessary systems, in the event of a fire-related event or emergency.  

B. Guests and employees will be informed of safety equipment locations, such as fire 

extinguishers, fire hydrants, fire hoses, and water location, etc.  

C. The appropriate order of removing structures and units from the site in the event they are 

damaged from such events.  

D. Providing shelter in place training and identifying what type of events will call for shelter 

in place.  

 

 

12.  Safety Improvements, Ongoing Maintenance, and Prevention  
Safety improvements, ongoing maintenance, and emergency prevention are measures to be 

taken in the resilient effort to plan for fire-related events.  
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Access 

Site accessibility is critical in the event of an emergency, especially for fire prevention and 

protection. By providing safe and adequate site access, fire prevention and protection efforts 

can result in the protection of civilian/emergency responder lives, property, and natural 

resources.  

 

The Flying Flags at Avila Beach property is accessed along Avila Beach Drive which terminates 

into the Port San Luis pier. Avila Beach Drive is a two-lane road, with a bridge traversing San Luis 

Obispo Creek east of the primary project entrance. Road widening is confined by this bridge. 

Visibility from one end to the other end of the bridge remains unobstructed. There are two 

project entries, both along Avila Beach Drive, one at Babe Lane and the other directly east of 

Diablo Canyon Road. Each of the project entries width are designed with adequate widths for 

emergency response vehicles.  

 

First Aid and Supply Kit 

Providing on-site standard first aid kits in various accommodation types throughout Flying Flags 

at Avila Beach, as well as the main commercial buildings is recommended. A first aid kit may 

include, but is not limited to the following: 

  

A. Sterile adhesive bandages or triangular bandages in assorted sizes; 

B. Sterile gauze pads; 

C. Compress dressings; 

D. Antibiotic ointment packets / hydrocortisone ointment packets;  

E. Antiseptic wipes or cleansing agent/soap;  

F. Hypoallergenic adhesive tape;  

G. Moistened towelettes; 

H. Latex gloves; 

I. Oral thermometer;  

J. Tweezers; and 

K. Emergency blanket.  

 

A disaster or emergency supply kit may also be beneficial when pre-planning for emergencies. 

However, Flying Flags at Avila Beach would not be responsible for providing disaster supply kits 

for each on-site accommodation.  

 

Maintenance and Prevention  

Maintenance on and around the Flying Flags at Avila Beach property will serve preemptive 

measures and prevention for the property in preparing for fire-related events. A measure to 

prevent the spread of fire is a fuel break, a strategically located area where a gap or ‘break’ in 

vegetation serves as a barrier to slow the progress of a brushfire or wildfire.  Specifications for fuel 

reduction including fuel break locations and maintenance guidelines is outlined in the Fuel 

Reduction and Vegetation Management section of this Plan.   

 

Directional signage, such as on-site maps/diagrams and directional arrows will be installed. 

Additionally, street and park-specific signs are important to be appropriately placed to facilitate 



11 | Flying Flags at Avila Beach Emergency Preparedness Plan 

  

in and avoid delays in response time in an emergency. Signage shall be clearly visible and 

legible from the roadway.  

 

Prevention strategies, building best practices, and County requirements add to and facilitate in 

the level of preparedness Flying Flags at Avila Beach employees, guests, and infrastructure will 

be in when a fire-related event occurs. The measures and programs implemented at time of 

construction and prior to occupation will likely influence the responsiveness during times of 

emergency. Flying Flags at Avila Beach will comply with the following conditions of approval 

(COA) that relate to prevention measures. 

 

A. Locate proposed fire pits at least 100 feet apart, at least 700 feet from any on-site 

manager residence where feasible, and as far as feasible from proposed motel/hotel 

units (COA 25o AQ/mm-15). 

B. This Plan in compliance with California Fire Code Chapter 4 Emergency Planning and 

Preparedness (COA 56a HAZ/mm-2). 

C. Building and construction plans incorporate fire prevention and suppression measures 

consistent with the complete California Fire and Building Code, California Fire and 

Building Code Chapter 7A Ignition Resistant Construction in Wildland Urban Interface 

Areas, National Fire Protection Association standards, the California Fire Code, and the 

California Electrical Code (COA 56b HAZ/mm-2). 

D. Hazardous Materials Business Plan (COA 56c HAZ/mm-2). 

E. Site access and addressing standards to the satisfaction of SLO County Fire. (COA 56d 

HAZ/mm-2). 

F. Operational fire water system, fire water storage tanks, and hydrants designed and 

located to the satisfaction of SLO County Fire. (COA 56e HAZ/mm-2). 

G. A fuel reduction and vegetation management plan shall be reviewed and approved by 

the County Fire Department/SLO County Fire (COA 56f HAZ/mm-2). 

 

 

The Port San Luis Harbor District has an agreement in their lease with Red Tail Acquisitions 

(Lessee) for the Lessee to conduct ongoing maintenance of the Flying Flags at Avila Beach 

landscaping. See Attachment C, Article 6 of the 50-Year Ground Lease Agreement.  

 

Maintenance and Security  

The following measures should be taken in an emergency: 

A. Check-in office: remove valuables and take important paperwork; 

B. Items recommended to have on hand before evacuating: 

1) Chain saw and oil; 

2) Full tank of gas in work vehicle; 

3) Fill all gas cans for equipment; 

4) Gloves; 

5) Rakes and shovels; 

6) Charge golf carts; and/or 

7) Ladder. 

 

13.  Fuel Reduction/ Vegetation Management Plan 
Ongoing maintenance and fire prevention measures and subsequently their implementation are 

crucial for fuel reduction. Flying Flags at Avila Beach is located adjacent to open, agricultural 

land. Given the proximity to this exposed and undefended land, otherwise referred to as the 

wildland-urban interface (WUI), necessitates a properly maintained property edge to provide a 

buffer zone or fire break. See Attachment B – Landscape Planting Approach (Exhibit L1) for 
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delineated buffer zone. The buffer zone is designed to minimize fuel loads. Red Tail has an 

ongoing agreement with Port San Luis to maintain the Flying Flags at Avila Beach property (see 

Attachment C, 50-year Ground Lease Agreement). These fuel reduction measures will be 

implemented for the life of the project and have been reviewed and accepted by Terra Verde, 

Project Biologist (see Attachment D). 

 

Accumulated brush increases the likelihood of wildfires. Due to the fire hazard in the area, fuel 

reduction shall be completed based upon site inspection, conducted by the Fire Marshal and 

Fire Suppression staff. Hazardous fuels are typically dead vegetation that accumulate on the 

ground (surface fuels) or dead trees that are still standing (ladder fuels). These fuel loads burn 

these surface and ladder fuels quickly and can change from a ground fire to a crown fire in the 

tree canopies. Hazardous fuel reduction recommendations include reducing surface and ladder 

fuels, in addition to thinning dense tree areas and preserving mature trees, and managing the 

dead and dormant understory. These thinned/open areas provide strategic locations for citizens 

and fire fighters to stand against or retreat from a fire. Vegetation management helps reduce 

fire intensity and in wildland fire containment and control, while creating safety zones for fire 

fighter and citizen safety.  

 

Proposed landscape will help perimeter buffer areas and limit fuel starters by limiting dead or 

fuel-prone loads. Interior planting is irrigated within the site which provides a reduced dry fuel 

load and higher moisture content for a defensible space. The establishment and maintenance 

of emergency vehicle access and water reserves, street names, building identification, and fuel 

modification measures help create defensible spaces. 

 

Additionally, the trees along the identified secondary emergency access route, as identified in 

this Plan, will be trimmed to provide an 18-foot wide ROW and 13-foot, 6-inch high vertical 

clearance, as depicted by Attachment A, Secondary Emergency Access.  

 

The purpose of fuel reduction and related management efforts aim to prevent loss of life and 

infrastructure, reduce fire suppression costs, and protect natural resources, in addition to remove 

enough fuel sources so that in a wildfire event, it is less severe and more easily suppressed. 

 

Additional site-specific requirements are to include the following: 

 

A. A minimum of 100 feet of defensible space will be maintained around all buildings on the 

site per Public Resource Code Section 4291/San Luis Obispo County Requirements. 

B. Areas containing brush are to be thinned and/or masticated in accordance with 

recognized methods to minimize ground level fuel loads and lessen the impact of fire. 

C. Within 100 feet of permanent structures, trim trees, including oaks, to a minimum clear 

height of 6 to 8 feet above the ground to avoid continuous ladder fuels. 
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D. Grasses that are dead, dormant, or directed to be trimmed by County Fire Official, to be 

kept at a maximum of 4” to minimize light flash fuels with the intent of mitigating 

continuous fire spread. 

E. The use of bark as a ground cover is to be prohibited within five (5) feet of a building.  

F. Landscaping to be fire resistant and to meet County standards for fire resistant planting. 

G. Where applicable, employ natural grazing vegetation management utilizing contracted 

sheep or goat grazing services. 

H. Maintenance plan to include all of the above annually or biannually based on growth or 

fuel load. 

I. Plant material shall be maintained at maximum 30 inches in height within the site triangle 

at project entries, per Landscape Plan Sheet L-1.01. 

J. Trees and tall shrubs shall be kept out of the line of sight within the site triangle at project 

entries, per Landscape Plan Sheet L-1.15.  

 

 

14.  Response / External Agency or Organization Support  
There are three fire stations within proximity to Flying Flags at Avila Beach that are able and can 

provide immediate fire / emergency response services. The closest fire station is Avila Valley Fire 

Station #62 located at 1551 Sparrow Street, off San Luis Bay Drive, approximately three (3) miles 

northeast of the site. The other two closest stations are Shell Beach Fire Station #63 located at 

2555 Shell Beach Road, approximately six (6) miles south and Pismo Beach Fire Department 

Station #64, approximately nine (9) miles from the site, located at 990 Bello Street in Pismo 

Beach.   

 

According to the San Luis Obispo (SLO) Emergency Operations Plan, the Emergency Operations 

Center (EOC) is a ‘location from which centralized emergency management can be 

performed. An EOC is to serve as a centralized control point for coordinating response efforts 

within a single jurisdiction, as well as between multiple jurisdictions in an Operational Area.’ It is 

important to note that the EOC is externally operated and managed, a separate entity from 

Flying Flags at Avila Beach. Staffing of the SLO County EOC is determined by the emergency 

functions and representatives from the Sheriff’s Department, County/SLO County Fire, California 

Highway Patrol, Public Health Department, Emergency Medical Services Agency, Caltrans, 

American Red Cross, County Department of Social Services, County Office of Education, utility 

companies, County Public Works, and other agencies as necessary. The EOC also provides 

emergency news and information.  

 

The SLO County EOC is a 12,600 square foot facility located five (5) miles west of San Luis Obispo, 

near Camp San Luis. All Flying Flags at Avila Beach staff will be required to sign up for the 

Emergency Alert System which is a system that sends time-sensitive messages for emergencies. 

The EOC has an emergency supply of water and the County jail is within proximity for 

emergency feeding purposes. The EOC has a generator capable of providing essential 

electrical needs.  

 

 

15. Conclusion  
This Emergency Preparedness Plan prioritizes planning for and being prepared for a fire-related 

event or other natural/weather-related event, specifically those that require evacuation from 

the site and/or immediate Avila Valley area.  
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Attachments  
 

A. Secondary Emergency Access Exhibit A1 

B. Landscape Planting Approach Exhibit L1 

C. Maintenance – Article 6, 50-year Ground Lease (between Port San Luis Harbor District 

and Red Tail Acquisitions) 

D. Flying Flags at Avila Beach Fuel Reduction / Veg Mgt Plan Review, Terra Verde 

Correspondence, August 12, 2019  

 

 


